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C. S. Lewis Timeline
1895
June 16--Warren Hamilton Lewis, C.S. Lewis's brother, born
1898
November 29—Clive Staples born in Belfast, Northern Ireland, to Albert (1863-1929) and Florence (1862-1908)
1899
January 29—Baptized at St. Mark’s, Dundela

1905
April 21—The Lewis family moves to “Little Lea,” in Belfast

1908
August 23—Lewis’ mother, Flora, dies of cancer. 

September 18 --Lewis enrolled at Wynyard School, Watford, Hertfordshire (i.e. “Oldie’s School” or “Belsen”). 
1910
June—Leaves “Belsen” 

September—November--Enrolled at Campbell College, Ireland, but withdrawn shortly after due to illness.

1911
January—Enrolled at Cherbourg House (i. e. “Chartres”), university prep school near Malvern College, and loses childhood faith. 
1913
September--Enters Malvern College (i. e. “Wyvern”) 

1914
April--Meets Arthur Greeves, life-long friend and correspondent
September 19-- Lewis begins to study with W.T. Kirkpatrick (i.e.“The Great Knock”) in Great Bookham Surrey, until April 1917. 

September 30—Made Second Lieutenant in Royal Army Service Corps
1916
February--Reads George MacDonald’s Phantastes
1917
April 26—Begins as student at University College, Oxford. 
June 8—Billeted with Paddy Moore at Keble College, Oxford

September--Enlists in British army, commissioned as second lieutenant for officer’s training.
November 29—Arrives at the front line, Somme Valley, France.
1918
April 15--wounded at Mount Berenchon during the Battle of Arras

April—Paddy  Moore is killed in battle

October--Assigned to Ludgerhall, Andover, England. 

December 23—Arrives home after 11/11 Armistice 

1919
January 13-- Resumes studies at University College, Oxford

Meets Owen Barfield during the first term

February issue of Reveille contains “Death in Battle,” Lewis’ first publication. 
March 20--Publishes Spirits in Bondage: A Circle of Lyrics as Clive Hamilton
December—Discharged from army
1920
March 31--Receives a First in Honour Moderations (Greek and Latin Literature), midway examinations
1921
March 22--W.T. Kirkpatrick dies

May 24—Lewis’ essay “Optimism” wins the Chancellor’s English Essay Prize 

June—Lewis moves in with the Moores

1922
April 22—Begins long poem Dymer

August 1—Moves into “Hillsboro”, Headington with the Moores

August 4--Receives a First in Greats (Philosophy and Ancient History) and the Bachelor of Arts degree
1923
July 16--Receives a First in English in the Honors School
1924
October --Serves as philosophy tutor at University College during E.F. Carritt’s absence on study leave for the year in America.

1925
May 20--Elected a Fellow of Magdalen College, Oxford, where he will continue to serve as tutor in English Language and Literature until 1954.

Reads Samuel Alexander’s Space, Time, and Deity
Reads G. K. Chesterton’s Everlasting Man
1926
Jan 23—First lecture on “Some Eighteenth-Century Precursors of the Romantic Movement”

April—Tutors future poet laureate John Betjeman; both find it a mutually painful experience

May 11—First meets J. R. R. Tolkien

September 18--Publishes Dymer as Clive Hamilton.

1927
February—Becomes a Member of Tolkien’s Kolbitár, a group focused on reading Icelandic sagas and myths in the original

1928
First lectures on “The Romance of the Rose and its Successors”

1929
Admits to theism, though not yet Christianity:  “In the Trinity Term of 1929 I gave in, and admitted that God was God, and knelt and prayed.” 
September 25—Albert, his father, dies from cancer.

1930
October 11—Lewis and the Moores move into the Kilns

1931
May 9—Warren returns to Christian faith

September 19—Late night conversation with Hugo Dyson and Tolkien about Christianity 

September 28-- Becomes a Christian and a communicant in the Church of England
1932
January 18—First lectures on “Prolegomena to Medieval Poetry”

December 21—Warren moves into the Kilns, as well
1933
Fall term—Beginning of The Inklings informal meetings
May 25--Publishes The Pilgrim's Regress: An Allegorical Apology for Christianity, Reason and Romanticism
1934
July 31-August 31—Lewis and the Moores in Ireland

1935
Agrees to write the volume on 16th Century English Literature for the Oxford History of English Literature series. (Not completed and published until 1954)
1936
May 21—Publishes The Allegory of Love: A Study in Medieval Tradition
Spring--First meets Charles Williams
1937
Along with Tolkien, Lewis campaigns for the election of fellow Inkling, Adam Fox, to Professorship of Poetry

Awarded Gollancz Memorial Prize for Literature in recognition of The Allegory of Love
October 2, 8—Two positive reviews of Tolkien’s The Hobbit, the second unsigned 
1938 
September 23--Publishes Out of the Silent Planet

1939 
Lent Term—Delivers “Prologomena to the Study of Renaissance Poetry” at Cambridge

March 23--Publishes Rehabilitations and Other Essays
April 27--Publishes The Personal Heresy, A Controversy, with E. M. W. Tillyard 

May 6—Publishes his lampoon on poet Roy Campbell, “To Mr. Roy Cambell”

September 7—Charles Williams moves with the Oxford University press to Oxford

October 22—Preaches the sermon “None Other Gods: Culture in War-Time” before St. Mary’s, Oxford; reprinted as the pamphlet, The Christian in Danger by the Student Christian Movement

1940
April 25—Inklings begin to meet regularly

October 18--Publishes The Problem of Pain
1941
Delivers the Ballard Matthews Lectures at University College, North Wales. Will be expanded as A Preface to Paradise Lost

May 2-28—The Guardian publishes thirty-one “Screwtape Letters” in weekly installments. 
June 8--Preaches the sermon, “The Weight of Glory” before St. Mary’s, Oxford

August 6-27--Four live radio talks, “Right and Wrong,” over the BBC on Wednesday evenings from 7:45 to 8:00. 
September 6-- Additional 15-minute broadcast, answering questions received in the mail. 
October—Review of Dorothy Sayers’ The Mind of the Maker

1942
January 11-February 15--Five live BBC radio talks on Sunday evenings from 4:45 to 5:00, on the subject “What Christians Believe.” 

January 26-The first meeting of the “Socratic Club” 

Feb 9--Publishes The Screwtape Letters
April—First correspondence with mystery writer and Anglican public intellectual, Dorothy Sayers

Jul 13--Publishes Broadcast Talks, based on his 1941 and 1942 BBC radio lectures 

September 20-November 8-- Eight consecutive Sundays, from at 2:50 to 3:05 p.m., a series of live radio talks known as “Christian Behavior.”

October 8--Publishes A Preface to "Paradise Lost"

1943
Jan 6—Publishes The Abolition of Man,
February 24-26--Riddell Memorial Lectures (Fifteenth Series), a series of three lectures subsequently published as The Abolition of Man.

April 20--Publishes Perelandra, and the BBC radio lectures Christian Behaviour 
Trinity Term—Delivers lecture series “Some Sixteenth-Century Writers”

1944
February 22--April 4--On seven consecutive Tuesdays, from at 10:15 to 10:30 p.m., Lewis gave the pre-recorded talks known as “Beyond Personality.” 
Michaelmas Term—Delivers lecture series “Introduction to Renaissance Literature”

October 3—Has a lengthy bar debate with Roy Campbell at the Bird and Baby, Tolkien, Warren, and Charles Williams all present

October 9--Publishes Beyond Personality from his BBC talks.

November 10, 1944--April 14, 1945--The Great Divorce was published in weekly installments in The Guardian. 

1945
May 15--Charles Williams dies 
April 16—Publishes That Hideous Strength.
1946
Abridges That Hideous Strength as The Tortured Planet for publication by Avon Books in New York
Jan 14--Publishes The Great Divorce
June 28--Awarded honorary Doctor of Divinity by the University of St. Andrews.
Edits George MacDonald: An Anthology 

1947 
May 12--Publishes Miracles: A Preliminary Study

Co-edits Essays Presented to Charles Williams
September 1—First Latin letter from Don Giovanni Calabria

September 8--Appears on the cover of Time magazine.
1948
February 2--Elizabeth Anscombe, later Professor of Philosophy at Cambridge, read her “Reply to Mr. C.S. Lewis’ Argument that ‘Naturalism is Self-refuting’” to the Socratic Club

Elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature


October 21--Publishes Arthurian Torso.

1949 
Publishes Transposition and Other Addresses.

Chad Walsh publishes first book about Lewis, C. S. Lewis: Apostle to the Skeptics
Michaelmas Term—Delivers lecture series “The Earlier Sixteenth Century”

October 20—Last Thursday meeting of the Inklings
1950
January 10--Receives first letter from Joy Davidman

January 29—Mrs. Moore moves to nursing home
March 20—Delivers the Ethel M. Wood Lecture at University of London, The Literary Impact of the Authorized Version

October 16--Publishes The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe

1951
Jan 12--Mrs. Moore dies
Loses the election for the position of Professor of Poetry at Oxford to C. Day Lewis

October 15--Publishes Prince Caspian

December--Declines election to the Order of the British Empire
1952
July 7--Publishes Mere Christianity

September 15--Publishes Voyage of the Dawn Treader 

September 22--Awarded honorary Doctor of Letters by Laval University, Quebec. 
September 24--Meets Joy Davidman Gresham for the first time.

1953
September 7--Publishes The Silver Chair
November 1—Joy and her two sons arrive in England
1954
June 4—Appointed to the Chair of Medieval and Renaissance Literature at Cambridge. 

Trinity Term—Delivered lecture series “Prolegomena to Medieval Literature”

August 14—”The Gods Return to Earth,” review of Tolkien’s Fellowship of the Ring
September 6--Publishes The Horse and His Boy 

September 16—Publishes English Literature in the Sixteenth Century Excluding Drama
November 29-- Delivers his inaugural Cambridge lecture, De DescriptioneTemporum
1955
January--Assumes duties at Cambridge in January
May 2—Publishes The Magician's Nephew.
September 19--Publishes Surprised by Joy: The Shape of My Early Life 
October 22, “The Dethronement of Power,” review of Tolkien’s The Two Towers
1956
Joy Davidman publishes Smoke on the Mountain, with a forward by Lewis
March 19--Publishes The Last Battle 
Lewis receives the Carnegie Medal in recognition of The Last Battle. 

April 23--Civil marriage with Joy at the Oxford Registry Office to confer upon her British citizenship; Austin Farrer serves as witness
July 17-18—Two lectures, “Imagination and Thought in the Middle Ages” delivered to the Zoological Laboratory, Cambridge

September 26—Publishes Till We Have Faces: A Myth Retold 
Michaelmas term—First delivers lectures on “English Literature 1300-1500”

October 19—Joy hospitalized with cancer

1957
March 21--Bedside marriage with Joy in Wingfield Hospital according to the rites of the Church of England, performed by Rev. Peter Bide. Bide also administers the healing ceremony for Joy.
December 17-Dorothy Sayers dies.
1958
January 15—Lewis’ Panegyric for Dorothy Sayers read at her memorial service

June-Joy’s cancer in remission

July --Jack and Joy go to Ireland for a 10-day holiday. 
August 19 and 20--Tapes ten talks on The Four Loves in London. 
September 8--Publishes Reflections on the Psalms
1959
Serves with and befriends T. S. Eliot on Archbishops’ Commission to Revise the Psalter

March 26--Elected an Honorary Fellow of University College, Oxford.

May 13--Awarded the honorary degree of Doctor of Literature by the University of Manchester
1960
Feb 19—Publishes The World’s Last Night and Other Essays

March 28--Publishes The Four Loves 

April 13-14-- Jack and Joy, together with Roger Lancelyn Green and his wife, Joy, visit Athens, Mycenae, Rhodes, Herakleon, and Knossos.

July 13--Joy dies
August-Lewis writes A Grief Observed

September 9--Publishes Studies in Words

Publishes The World's Last Night and Other Essays.
1961 
June 24—Diagnosed with enlarged prostrate; too dangerous to operate

September 29--Publishes A Grief Observed under pseudonym of N. W. Clerk
November 18--Publishes An Experiment in Criticism

1962 
February 26--Publishes They Asked for a Paper.
Summer—Writes The Discarded Image
Late 1962-Early 1963—Last awkward meeting of Lewis and Tolkien, who had been mostly estranged since 1950.
1963
Receives Honorary Doctorate from University of Dijon

Writes the preface for G. L. Brook’s edition of Layamon’s Brut

January-April: Writes Letters to Malcolm

July 15-Hospitalized with heart attack 

November 22—Dies 5:30 p.m. at The Kilns, the same day on which President Kennedy was assassinated and Aldous Huxley died. 

1964
Letters to Malcom, Chiefly on Prayer; Poems; and The Discarded Image are published posthumously.
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