Theories of Mythology

Milton Scarborough in his Myth and Modernity (1994) offers a way for organizing theories of mythology:

· Inside Up [Idealism]: 
Myths are manifestations of the processes of human thought. They are symbol systems which posit and relate linguistically to the larger world; thus, myths are one way of naming and thinking about reality, which in turn manifests itself according to the symbols a culture uses. The internal world of consciousness and language is the heart of mythology, which nonetheless have a developmental movement toward greater self-revelation (Cassirer, Levi-Strauss).


· Outside Up [Theology]: 
Myths are poetic and imaginative responses to the outer world, which have their own literary and artistic flavors worth valuing for themselves. For Christian theorists, myth also has the typological function of preparing for the true myths become history in Jesus Christ (Tolkien, Lewis, Farrer).


· Inside Middle [Existentialism]: 
Myths are products of the inner world of human selfhood and provide possibilities for existential realization. The myths themselves are in conflict with modern scientific understanding, but they can be demythologized in order to be asked existential questions of human importance (Bultmann).


· Outside Middle [Sociology/ Anthropology]: 
Myth serves the basic daily needs of the people. They are about the outside of social organization and development, yet they deal with the day-to-day aspects of human (i.e. middle) existence. Myths include stories of heroic individuals and thus include the ethical and pragmatic reasoning of a culture (Malinowski). 


· Inside Down [Psychology]: 
Myths are products of  inner subconsciousness, either neurotic projections which result from the various conflicts between the inner ego and the outer demands of civilization’s superego, or collective archetypes which are manifested in narrative forms (Freud, Jung, Campbell).


· Outside Down [Philology/ 19th century Anthropology]:
“Myths are analyzable, meaningful, nonliteral, and false. “ Myth is made by primitive societies as primitive descriptions of nature and are therefore a kind of early philosophy of science. Thus, they are about the outside world and are understandable in terms of a downward reduction. Examples include theories of animism, totemism, and magic (Müller, Tylor, Lang, Frazer).
